Workers’ playtime 


In the seemingly gloomy soil of Argentina, 
something positive is taking root. 

In this country, where over 6 
million people live below the 
poverty line and 20% of chil¬ 
dren suffer from malnutrition, 
people are re-taking control of 
their lives. Since the financial 
crisis last December, when 
Argentineans saw most of their 
savings wiped out, disillusionment with the 
corrupt state and greedy capitalism has led 
to the creation of neighbourhood assemblies 
and worker-controlled factories. Communi¬ 
ties meet weekly in ‘asambleas’ to decide on 
what is vitally necessary for the community 
and then communicate their needs to one of 
the too worker-controlled factories. 

Grissinopoli, a bread stick factory, is one 
example. When it was still under capitalist 
control, workers saw their weekly salary 
decline from 150 to 40 pesos in under a year. 
Finally in June their generous boss offered 
the workers 10 pesos ($6) and encouraged 
them to get lost. Fed up, they began a battle 


for theirjobs. They tookturns guarding the 
closed factory, making sure no equipment 
was removed, until the city council expropri¬ 
ated the factory and handed it over to the 
workers in October. Now the bread sticks are 
rolling out again. Grissinopoli is just one 
factory among dozens of others that have 
seen workers taking control. Such factories 
are self-managed by workers’ councils, 
which means each worker has an equal say 
in how the factory should be run. 

Of course it’s not easy work, because many 
workers in such factories are working longer 
hours as they balance labouring with admin 
tasks. But they’re in control and because of 
this wages and productivity have risen in 
many factories. With 17 factory expropri¬ 
ations in the Buenos Aires province in the 
past two years, capitalist forces have put 
pressure on the local government. In re¬ 
sponse, state repression is increasing. Last 
March riot police attempted to ‘reclaim’ the 
worker-run Brukman factory but were 
chased off by hundreds of irate community 
members. schnews 



Words plus action 


The Wellington Residents Coalition did a 
great job in getting 20,000 signatures to a 
petition opposing law changes that will 
allowprivate contracting of council serv¬ 
ices, and calling for water to be designated 
as a human necessity and not a commod¬ 
ity for sale. To get this number in a short 
time represents great effort. It also proves 
that public opinion is against contracting 
out of water services, as allowed by the 
Local Government Bill. 

Though the Green MP Sue Kedgley re¬ 
ceived the petition and will present it to 
parliament, the Greens are weak on this 
issue. Jeanette Fitzsimons, when asked to 
oppose the contracting-out clause, just 
proposed ways to tinker with it e.g. reduce 
the number of years for a contract from 15 
years to something less. There is a lack of 
principle here. Either you oppose priva¬ 


tisation in all its forms or you are for it. 
The Greens need to front up. If parliament 
and the local councils ignore the petition, 
as they have in the past, is it time to 
disrupt proceedings and oppose these 
insidious moves on the streets? If not 
now, when? JimDelahunty 

W((i))ndy prints your voice so speak up! 
Send articles, opinions, or questions to: 

vvellington@indymedia.org 

To receive W((i))ndy volumes (12 Issues) 
send a suggested donation of $10 (or 
more... cheques can be made out to 
Windy ) W((i))ndy P.O. Box 6387, 
Wellington 

Windy meets on Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, 

Peace & Environment centre, Vivian St, 
All are welcome!! 

W((i))ndy is printed on recycled paper 
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Anti-‘Bypass’-ing over summer 



CBC have organised a charity 
showing of Lord 
of the Rings part 
2, The Two 
Towers, at the 
Embassy cinema 
on 23 December 
at 8.55 pm. 

Tickets are $15 
and are available 
from Aro Valley 
video store, 

Olive Cafe and 

Starfish, or an order form can 
be downloaded from 
www.cbc.org.nz and posted 
with a cheque. 

Anti-‘Bypass’ Action are 
holding a picnic at Kensington 
Gardens on Sunday 15 
December, starting at 2 pm, 
and moving on to Zebo’s Bar, 
Abel Smith Street, in the 
evening. 

Gardening offensive 

A group called Growing 
Community organised 
guerrilla gardening plant-ups 
at Kensington Gardens and 
Buller Street on 17 November 
and 1 December. The Buller 
Street liberation went ahead 
despite a Transit lackey’s 



letter threatening that people would 
be charged with tres¬ 
pass and vandalism if 
they attempted to 
beautify the waste land 
adjacent to the motor¬ 
way on-ramp, part of 
which is leased to 
Condrens for public car 
parking. About 25 
activists turned up on 
Sunday 1 December and 
planted out dozens of 
trees, shrubs and vegetables. Police 
were called, took names of protest¬ 
ors but left without making any 
arrests. (continued in insert) 


Windy film night 


The next Windymedia film showis 
Tuesday 10 December, at The Space 
in Newtown (address below). A 
short film will be shown first: 
Reflections on S11. The feature film 
is called Drowned Out. It is about 
the Jalsindi people in central India 
who are required to make a 
decision: move to the slums in the 
city or drown with their village as 
the river floods for a massive 
hydro-electrical project by the 
government. The money made from 
this evening will be donated to the 
Peace and Environment Centre, 
_ located at 126 Vivian St. 

Coming Activities: 

9 Dec.Left-wing Film Initiative evening, Wn People’s Cnt, Lukes Lane,7.30pm 

10 Dec. Windy film evening, The Space, 146 Riddiford St, Newtown, 8 pm, 
koha $5. Drowned Out (about the Namada Dam project) & short Si 1 doco 

14 Dec. PA anti-Iraq War rally&rmarch, commencing 12 noon at Glover Park 

15 Dec. Picnic at Kensington Gdns, Kens. St, 2 pm, BYOfood, drink & music 

l^JDecNjGAme^ rjCkmstcM 










Privatisation by any other name is still... 


The announcement of plans to create a 
Regional Joint Management Unity (RJMU) 
by Wellington and Hutt City councils has 
been labelled privatisation by several com¬ 
munity groups. Auckland’s Water Pressure 
Group (WPG) and Citizens Against Privatisa¬ 
tion (CAP) have claimed that the RJMU 
model will allow privatisation along the 
Public Private Partnership (PPP) model to 
occur. PPPs are considered to be the ‘new 
wave’ of privatisation, and using non-profit 
trusts is one variation on the theme of PPPs. 
The Wellington water proposal 
The new RJMU model or Plan of operating 
water provision in Wellington and Lower 
Hutt stemmed from the 2001 proposal to 
create an Integrated Water Trust (IWT). The 
IWT model was rejected partly because: 

1: ‘There were concerns this could be a step 
towards sale of those [water provision] 
assets .’ (page 27, RJMU Plan) 2: ‘The result¬ 
ing loss of direct accountability... for water 
services caused concern.’ (page2y,RJMU 
Plan) and 3: The IWT proposal caused con¬ 
cerns that it followed ‘too closely the patterns 
of the last 15 years which have seen the 
assets of this country fall into the hands of 
overseas entrepeneurs.’ (page 28, RJMU Plan) 
These reasons alone give grave concern 
about the motives for the RJMU proposal. 
Costs savings... or not? 

Scrutiny of the financial justification, 
however, seals the fate of the RJMU model. 
Whether it is a genuine effort to achieve co¬ 
operation or a Machiavellian disguise for 
privatisation, the RJMU model has little 
sound financial reason for existence. 

Claiming to create $4.175m savings in the 
first 5 years, followed by $i.6m each subse¬ 
quent year, seems to give credibility. How¬ 
ever, closer examination reveals that the 
Lower Hutt and Wellington water networks 
have absolutely no common infrastructure. 
Consequently, all the claimed cost savings 
comefrom: 

1: Lower maintenance contract costs - 

$1,260,000 per year 

2: Staff salaries - $500,000 peryear 


3: Smaller Office Space - $53,500 p.a. net; 
but are offset by higher costs coming from: 

1: Governance - $60,000 per year 
2: Audit Fees - $40,000 peryear 
with further one-off establishment costs of 
$275,000. So, the assumed cost savings stem 
primarily from getting a lower price for 
maintenance because of better bargaining 
power of the combined council trust unit, the 
loss of several office staff positions (the only 
duplicated areas of operations between Hutt 
and Wellington cities ) and the consequent 
shift to smaller office premises. However, the 
office cost savings rely on getting new office 
space at the lowest price currently obtained 
by either council, the staff salary/job cuts 
have not yet been through ‘the necessary HR 
consultative processes’ (page 56, RJMU Plan), 
and there is no evidence given to indicate 
that the market for water pipe network 
maintenance is large enough or competitive 
enough to force contractors into cutting 
their costs by $ 1.26m each year. 

Compounding concerns over this weak 
fiscal justification are worrying comments 
in the RJMU Plan that indicate a desire to 
have the ‘non-profit trust’ behave like a 
company. Comments like ‘The trust deed 
could be written to require the trust to 
operate in a similar manner to a company^ 
all other respects .’ [emphasis added] except 
they would ‘.. .have an objective to recover 
costs rather than to make a profit’, (page 45, 
RJMU Plan) Together with the IWT plans of 
2001, it is fairly plain why the Wellington 
residents and other water rights groups 
around the country have concerns over the 
intentions of the Wellington and Lower Hutt 
water plans. The recent signals from WCC - 
which already has a franchise PPP with 
Anglian Water Ltd - towards greater privati¬ 
sation combined with dubious justification 
must leave Wellingtonians wondering how 
much they will pay if the RJMU Plan goes 
ahead. bb 

For more information, see the 
indymedia.org.nz archives. 


Wellington at strategic crossroad on the water issue 


It is now clear that the Wellington City 
Council (WCC) is hell-bent on commercialisa¬ 
tion of both cities’ water assets, through a 
Joint Management Scheme with Hutt City 
Council. The WCC keeps claiming that it 
intends to retain ownership of the water 
assets. It studiously avoids the question of the 
involvement of private water companies. 

The WCC is aware that overseas water 
companies are already established in this 
country and of their desire to take over the 
management of Wellington’s water assets. At 
the present time the sewage aspect of the 
Wellington water assets are being run by the 
overseas water company Anglian Water, who 
have a 25-year contract to run this section of 
Wellington water services. In effect this 
means there is little chance that the commu¬ 
nity will ever again claim its rights to man¬ 
age water assets. After 25 years in private 
hands the only people who will understand 
the working of these assets will be the current 
private water company. The Wellington 
Residents Coalition (WRC) have attempted to 
get the city council to require Anglian Water 
to employ a core of council employees, to 
enable them to fully understand the opera¬ 
tion of the various sewage plants. So far the 
council refuses to adopt this obviously correct 
policy. 

The current Local Government Bill before 
parliament allows private water companies 
to be allowed to run community-owned water 
assets for a term of 15 years with a right of 
renewal. This, plus the legislation allowing 
councils and private water companies to 
have joint companies, is a brutal blow to 
communities’ rights. 

The WRC have for some years recognised 
the danger the international water compa¬ 
nies pose to all communities’ water assets. 
According to many progressive publications, 
‘Water is probably the last great public asset 
that is targeted for privatisation.’ This is a 
call to action for all people who understand 
that the present policy of the government is 
to support, endorse and encourage the eco¬ 
nomic policy of public-private partnership 


(PPP). This policy will set loose an economic 
debacle at least as bad as the cruel system of 
Rogernomics. Of course the World Bank and 
the WTO are already praising this anti- 
peoplelegislation. 

It is said that ‘Eternal vigilance is the price 
of democracy.’ The time has now come for 
Wellington residents to put this into practice 
by advising the city council that their water 
scheme is nonsense and should not be pro¬ 
ceeded with. At present the city council has 
split the Wellington area into two parts for 
the servicing of water assets. This servicing 
is being carried out by two private water 
companies, but it is not known how long 
their contracts will last. ‘Coming events cast 
their shadows’ is a pertinent saying. If 
Wellington residents do not face up to this 
issue, there is no doubt that their water 
assets will go the way that other assets have 
over the last two decades. Con Devitt, 
Wgtn Residents Coalition, P O Box 6705, 
W’gton T. (04) 4773070 or (04) 971 7228 


The Steven Wallace Trust 
Fund for Justice 


The Wallace family receive no legal aid for 
the court case against Constable Abbott. You 
can help bysupporting the Wallace whanau. 
Make a donation at any branch oftheTSB; 
by telephoning 0900 JUSTICE (090058784) 
to make an automatic donation of $20; or 
post a cheque to the Trust Fund, PO Box 22, 
Waitara. Cheques made payable to ‘Steven 
Wallace Trust Fund’. 












A citrus view of the WTO: Sydney November 2002 


Fresh from the Aotearoa PGA conference, I 
landed in Aussie seeking to make connections 
with collectives, crews, peeps who had an 
affinity with what I believed the priority was 
for resistance against the WTO shitstem. I 
caught up with people who were forming 
affinity groups within the orange bloc. The 
orange callout was the sort of ‘turn-on’ I was 
looking for: ‘In our eyes, the WTO has no 
legitimacy. This meeting in particular gives 
credence to our claims that it is through 
arm-twisting, blackmail and direct coercion, 
that the world’s masses are subjugated under 
the will of capital. We will use our bodies in 
active, unarmed resistance to rupture the 
smooth functioning of this body. We will be 
wearing orange as a symbol of the global 
state of emergency we are living under. Our 
choices are simple - capitulation or rediscov¬ 
ering our humanity by creating the future 
wewant.’ 

I participated in a couple of the no WTO 
convergence workshops. The one on indig¬ 
enous sovereignty and capitalism summed 
up my headspace quite nicely when an 
indigenous local said ‘John Howard is a racist 
little fuck, and the WTO is set up for rich 
arseholes’. After that little reaffirmation it 
was time to get down 
to the nitty gritty - 
and the affinity groups 
who were thinking 
‘orange’ converged in 
the middle of Sydney 
de-Central, to strat- 
egise, organise, and of 
course check out each 
other’s hairdos. (I was 
looking particularly sharp that day.) In the 
distance I could see the green bloc plotting, 
what seemed to be Reclaim the Streets 
mayhem, and to the right, the yellow 
‘education’ bloc planning to bombard the 
mono-syllabic police force with ballistic 
theories from dead old white guys with big 
beards (actually I was only guessing at this - 
but it smelt like rebellion!) 

When the Thursday rolled around I got off 


the designated train station to Martin Place 
following the multi-coloured masses to 
the start point, where a bit of a Reclaim-the- 
Streets party mood was unfolding. There 
were a number of mobile sound systems 
pumping out conscious beats, one of them 
from a converted rubbish recycling wheelie 
bin (very impressive!). The queerbloc was 
there in multi-colours, a nice bunch of 
hippy types with signs like ‘globalise love’, 
the yellows, the reds, the greens, the in- 
betweens. As we kicked off three women 
from Melbourne lay naked in front of the US 
consulate, covered in fake blood, between 2 
banners saying ‘End the War on Women’ 
and ‘We are all responsible for the blood the 
US sheds’. They were the first punters to be 
put in the paddy wagons. The apparent plan 
was to go slow around the city, stop capital 
flow around the CBD, for a while. ‘Another 
World Is Possible’, ‘Free the refugees’, ‘Say 
no to corporate greed’, ‘Confront the specta¬ 
cle with its own irrelevance’. Activists chalk 
slogans on streets and even city buses, 
accompanied by enthusiastic chanting of 
‘Bullshit, Come off it, This war is just for 
profit’ and ‘No blood for oil’. Even someone 
with a sign that said ‘Free Winona’. 

The cops got nasty after an 
Aotearoa Indymedia journo 
climbed onto a bus to take 
holiday snaps. They rushed to 
arrest him, there is mass hyste- 
" ria as they send in the horses, 

| "realbigLord-of-the-rings-Ring- 

' ■ -wraith-looking-fuckers! People 
Jstarted chanting ‘Get those 
l animals offthosehorses’. Two of 
the Orangetistas I was hanging out got 
collared bythe fuzz, and were taken off to 
the police station. A journalist from The 
Australian got trampled by a horse and was 
said to have received serious pelvis damage. 
Everything went to custard after that. A 
bunch of hippies sat in a circle and started 
ohmm-ing. I felt like tanking up on karma 
so I ohmm-ed along as well. 

(continued over page) 




The Unity rally happened later that day. 
Boring. Loads of people though - a large 
number of them were peddling papers 
about their particular flavour of marx¬ 
ism. On stage there was far to much has- 
been-trade-union-commie rhetoric 
happening, been there heard that 
(snore). The most interesting thing 
happening was someone dressed up as a 
superhero - with red undies outside their 
tights and a sign saying ‘SuperCommunist 
says “Workers of the World Quit!”’ (that 
amused me for most of the afternoon). 

The papers arsed on about how violent 
the protestors were. To be expected, and 
the cops pissed and moaned about 
similar bollocks. This was always going to 
happen - you don’t have to be Noam 
Chomsky to know how fucked the media 
is. The progressive thing to take heart is 
that thru vehicles like Indymedia know¬ 
ledge of our showdown with the WTO 
would be richocheting around the globe. 

by Indigenous Jones 

For the full report, check out the 
indymedia.org.nz newswire archive. 



Quote: ‘Human history becomes more 
and more a race between education and 
catastrophe.’ — H. G. Wells 


W((i))ndy prepare to 
phone in sick! 


Here in the Windymedia offices, well 
foyer, we have decided to take a short 
summer break. We will produce another 
W((i))ndy on 18 December (one week 
early), issue 7 will come out on 22 
January 2003. With a break also from 
meetings after 18 Dec., we meet again on 
Wed. 8 January. Submissions for issue 6 
in by the 15 Dec. please. Have a good 
one. Ta W((i))ndy editors 


Anti-‘Bypass’ (cont.) 


(continued from front page)... 

The protestors stayed for another three 
hours to complete their work. It is likely that 
trespass notices will be issued. Transit will 
decide this week if they are going to destroy 
the garden. 

K A Simpson 



Brian Hassell, regional head of Transit NZ, 
has said that Transit will decide this week 
what to do about the community garden 
planted on Sunday 1 December at Buller 
Street. Please write, ring or fax Transit 
saying that you think the garden should 
stay and that to remove it would be an act 
of vandalism. (Please be polite so your 
views are given validity.) Transit’s phone 
no. - (04) 801 2580; faxno. (04) 801 
2599; or write to PO Box 27 477, Welling¬ 
ton. 

ABA meetings have been moved from 289 
Cuba Street to the Peace & Environment 
Centre, 2 nd Floor, Trades Hall, 126 Vivian 
Street. The next meeting is on Tuesday 10 
December at 7 pm. Contact: Anti-‘Bypass’ 
Action, P O Box 9263, Te Aro. Email 
stopthebypass@yahoogroups.com) 

In issue 6, W((i))ndy will feature an article 
entitled TeAro ‘Bypass’-Transitwastes 
another year. It will be a brief rundown and 
summation of the year’s events in regard to 
the white elephant proposed by Transit NZ 
and supportedby the people-loving WCC. A 
waterfront park anybody?? 

W((i))ndy editors 














